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It has proved to be another difficult year for
the people of Swaziland. Inflation and
unemployment coupled with the withdrawal
of US AID has made life even more difficult.
Health care has been affected by the
closure of clinics and the lack of drugs in
government run hospitals. Despite all the
set-backs the people remain positive.

We are pleased to report that our two
centres at Malagwane and Msunduza
continue to provide 220 children with a meal
a day. The Centres are used as showcases
by the local council.

The effect of all this has meant more
pressure on PIES to continue providing the
much needed services. We cannot end the
year without a massive thank you to all our
donors, supporters and in particular to
CMaD, Soroptimist International and Rotary
International for their continued support.
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Did you know that alongside

running our two centres and the

meal a day programme, we also

operate a bee keeping initiative?

This exciting venture provides

homemade honey for use in our

centres and also to sell to the local

community. This initiative therefore

helps to enable our centres to

become self sufficient and

environmentally friendly.

Norman Yates



PROJECT PROFILE: BEE KEEPING

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
This is Mukelo who is
affectionately known as little
red coat. In preschool she
was exceptionally bright and
very bossy. She is a
vulnerable child desperately
needing PIES support. Now
she has blossomed and is a
fine young girl with ambitions
to be a lawyer.

A RECENT VISIT TO OUR CENTRES 
Trustees visited Swaziland in October 2025 and were able once again to take a large
supply of clothes for the children, all donated by friends and family. The opportunity
was taken to visit a number of local schools where PIES children receive their formal
education. Good news was received during the visit that one of our previous students
had graduated from university in South Africa as a civil engineer.

Our three students undertaking technical education have already completed their
course and passed their final examinations in carpentry, car mechanic and plumbing.

The self-sufficiency projects are progressing well with a specialist group from the
council assisting the community to develop business plans in the production of honey,
peanut butter, sewing and vegetable gardening. All these projects will go a long way
to helping the centres to eventually become self-sufficient.
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SPONSORED 
MUSTANG TRAIL
From 28 March to 9 April 2026, Steve Cushing
will be completing a 105-mile Mustang trail race
in Nepal. This is an 8-stage high altitude race
and will no doubt be a physically demanding
mission. The sponsorship funds generated by
Steve’s efforts will be split between PIES and
Everybody Counts, and your support therefore
would be hugely appreciated. Keep your eye out
for further information on social media!

1. When did you first become a trustee for PIES and
how did you become involved?
“2002 following a visit to Swaziland with North West
Soroptimists when we went to see the PIES project
housed in the container".

2. What has been your professional life and are
you involved in any other charities?
“Local government administration. Volunteer at
George’s Kitchen homeless feeding project.
Through my membership of Preston Soroptimists I
am involved in a Drop in Café and support to
various local charities including the Women’s
Refuge and local food bank”.

TRUSTEE INTERVIEW: LYNN YATES
3. If you could order a three course meal, what would
your choices be?
“Avocado pear with prawns, Bobotie, tiramisu”.

4. What has been the highlight of your work with
PIES?
“The first move from the old ship’s container to
purpose built centre”.

5. Do you have any hobbies?
“Cooking, gardening and travel”.

6. If you were to summarise PIES in three words, what
would they be?
“Love, hope and a future”.

7. What is your favourite colour?
 “Blue”.

8. If you had to choose between swimming the English Channel or
climbing Everest, which would it be?
“Everest”.

ADVENT CALENDAR
During Advent, we posted a short

video each day on our social media
platforms. The twenty-five videos
shared the story of PIES from its

beginnings in a shipping container
to our present operation where we
welcome 220 children each day.

Have a look online if you haven’t yet
seen the videos!

WORDSEARCH
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In 2018, the country changed its name from
Swaziland to Eswatini. This new name means ‘land of
the Swazi’ in the local language. The change marked
the 50  anniversary of the country’s independence. th

9. What are your hopes and dreams for PIES over the
next three years?
“Self sufficiency for the communities and a future for
the children”.

10. Is there anything you would like to say to the
supporters of PIES?
“A massive thank you we couldn’t do it 
without you”.

ESWATINI FUN FACT

Can you find the 12 words?


